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will	 have	 destructive	 consequences	 for	 the	 whole	 ecosystem.	 His	 claims	 were	 also	
supported	by	the	collective	action	theory	of	Oslon	(1965),	where	he	describes	that	the	




exponentially,	 the	 total	 amount	 of	 available	 goods	 per	 capita	 would	 decrease.	 He	
recognizes	that	if	the	next	generations	are	not	aware	or	deliberately	deny	the	fact	that	
resources	available	in	the	world	are	indeed	finite,	misery	will	increase,	as	spaces	shrink,	
and	 resources	 are	 overexploited.	 In	 this	 sense,	 the	 author	 argues	 that	 the	world	 can	
provide	only	for	a	limited	number	of	population	and	he	gives	two	reasons	to	prove	it:	1)	
he	refers	to	Neumann	and	Morgenstern	(1947)	and	their	utility	theory	where	it	 is	not	
possible	 to	maximize	 for	 two	during	 the	same	period;	2)	all	organisms	need	a	certain	
amount	of	energy	to	survive	which	requires	about	1600	kilocalories	per	day	and	anything	
above	 that	will	be	defined	as	work	and	 leisure.	Therefore,	maximizing	 the	population	




are	making	 individual	 rational	 choices	 to	 continue	 the	 reproduction	 and	maintaining	
population	 growth	 at	 its	 optimum	 level,	 then	 there	 is	 no	 need	 for	 government	
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intervention.	 However,	 if	 this	 is	 not	 the	 case,	 then	 it	 is	 important	 to	 question	 our	











analyzes	 how	 certain	 individual	 freedoms—motivated	 by	 the	 self-interest—cause	
problems	 of	 pollution	 that	 end	 up	 harming	 the	 environment	 and	 constraining	 public	
health.	An	example	of	this	is	the	residuals	into	the	air	and	water	that	factories	release	as	
they	produce,	without	enforcement	laws	to	prevent	it	or	to	revert	the	damage.	Hardin	















further	 add	 that	 property	 rights	 govern	 access	 to	 tangible	 and	 intangible	 assets.	 It	 is	
important	 to	 mention	 that	 when	 the	 property	 rights	 are	 effectively	 enforced:	 1)	










• Open	 Access	 Property:	 These	 types	 of	 property	 rights	 refer	 to	 resources	 that	 are	





communal	 ownership	 and	 access	 rules	 are	 defined	 by	 the	 community	 members.	










• Private	 Property:	These	 types	 of	 property	 rights	 refer	 to	 resources	 that	 are	 under	
private	ownership.	The	ideal	type	of	private	property	rights	is	the	one	that	gives	the	
right	 of	 possession,	 transfer,	 usage,	 change,	 and	 destruction	 of	 the	 asset.	 A	 good	
example	of	private	property	is	the	ownership	of	a	land,	car,	and	other	assets.	
	
After	 knowing	 the	 alternative	 to	 the	 tragedy	 of	 the	 commons	 and	 different	 types	 of	
property	rights,	we	would	like	to	take	a	look	into	the	provision	of	property	rights	and	







to	 property	 is	 their	 only	 implementation.	 Without	 property	 rights,	 no	 other	 rights	 are	
possible.”	Now	that	we	want	to	discuss	property	rights	from	a	philosophical	point	of	view,	
we	would	like	to	travel	back	in	time	and	see	what	philosophers	reflected	on	this	topic	
during	 the	 course	 of	 history.	 To	 start	with	 Plato,	 in	 his	 vision	 of	 an	 ideal	 society,	 he	
supported	the	provision	of	common	property	ownership	and	prohibited	the	rulers	of	the	
city	to	possess	individual	property	to	mitigate	conflicts	of	interest	and	disputes	over	the	
























and	 in	 return,	 new	 properties	 would	 be	 created	 in	 the	 society.	 This	 protective	




During	 the	 course	 of	 history,	 property	 rights	 have	 been	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 existence,	
because	 humans	 were	 following	 the	 desire	 for	 orders	 and	 ownership.	 According	 to	




lessons	gave	 the	Hopi	Tribes	 the	 idea	 to	mark	 their	 territories	by	boundary	stones	 to	
protect	their	rights.		
	







United	 States	 constitution,	 which	 led	 to	 potential	 trade	 development	 and	 economic	
growth	(Anderson,	2003).	Later	on,	in	the	nineteenth	century,	the	communist	manifesto	
of	 1848	 by	 Frederick	 Engels	 and	 Karl	 Marx	 called	 for	 the	 cancellation	 of	 private	
 5 
ownership,	 as	 it	 was	 perceived	 as	 a	 product	 of	 capitalism	 that	was	 destroying	 social	
















1) ‘’Individuals	 make	 choices	 under	 conditions	 of	 scarcity’’.	 People	 make	 decisions	
according	to	the	resources	available,	where	the	usage	of	one	resource	cannot	be	used	
for	a	different	purpose.	
2) ‘’Individuals	 act	 rationally	 to	 pursue	 their	 self-interests’’.	 Since	 individuals	 try	 to	
maximize	 their	well-being,	 they	will	only	advocate	enforcing	property	 rights	 if	 the	
outcomes	for	doing	so	are	higher	than	the	investment	made	for	their	maintenance.			









According	 to	 Lynham	 and	 Leibbrandt	 (2018),	 when	 property	 rights	 solutions	 are	









Lynham	and	Leibbrandt	 (2018)	also	argue	 that,	 in	practice,	property	rights	are	rarely	
















According	 to	 Ostrom	 (1990),	 the	 term	 “common-pool	 resource’’	 can	 be	 defined	 as	 a	
system,	either	natural	or	fabricated,	that	provides	non-excludable	goods	-but	rival-	in	a	















can	 be	 excluded,	 it	 is	 expected	 that	 the	 commons	will	 be	 heavily	 harmed.	Moreover,	
individuals	 are	 rational	 and	 compete	 over	 resources,	 which	 are	 scarce	 and	 limited	
(Anderson	&	Huggins,	2003).	Such	scarcity	presents	an	issue	for	the	sustainability	of	the	
common	 shared	—or	 common-pool	 resources—	 in	 a	 community,	where	 depletion	 or	
tragedy	of	the	commons	is	the	main	threat.	In	this	sense,	communities	must	develop	a	
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system	 to	 avoid	 overexploitation	 of	 resources	 and	 to	 protect	 their	 long-term	
sustainability.	
In	this	context,	Ostrom	(1990),	presents	a	set	of	eight	principles	as	a	suggestion	to	try	to	
address	 the	 issue	 previously	 raised	 suggesting	 how	 commons	 can	 be	 governed	
sustainably	and	equitably	 in	a	 community	 to	maximize	 the	use	and	 to	avoid	potential	











3.	Most	 individuals	 affected	 by	 the	 operational	 rules	 can	 participate:	 Individuals	who	
result	affected	by	the	operational	rules	should	be	able	to	participate	in	modifying	them	
based	on	 local	 circumstances,	 to	better	 fit	 them	 to	 the	 specific	 characteristics	of	 their	
setting.	
4.	 Develop	 a	 community-based	 monitoring	 system:	 To	 monitors	 and	 actively	 audit	
common-pool	resources	conditions	and	appropriators'	behavior.		
5.	 Graduated	 sanctions:	Appropriators	 who	 violate	 operational	 rules	 are	 likely	 to	 be	
assessed	graduated	sanctions	(depending	on	the	seriousness	and	context	of	the	offense)	
by	other	appropriators,	by	officials	accountable	to	these	appropriators,	or	by	both.	






larger	 systems.	 Ensure	 appropriation,	 provision,	 monitoring,	 enforcement,	 conflict	
resolution,	 and	 governance	 activities	 in	 multiple	 layers	 of	 nested	 enterprises.	
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Establishing	 rules	 at	 one	 level,	 without	 rules	 at	 the	 other	 levels,	 will	 produce	 an	
incomplete	system	that	may	not	endure	over	the	long	run.	





The	 idea	behind	 these	principles	 lays	 in	 the	concept	 that	human	beings	are	“beings	of	






the	 utility	 and	 maintenance	 of	 those	 resources	 are	 vital	 for	 the	 sustainability	 of	 the	
ecosystem	 and	 economic	 development.	 We	 have	 also	 discussed	 that	 in	 developing	
countries,	social	norms	are	dominant	for	the	provision	of	common	goods	and	this	puts	




Ostrom´s	 (1990)	 principles	 which	 provide	 a	 set	 of	 recommendations	 that	 go	 beyond	
property	 rights	 provision.	 This	 list	 of	 recommendations	 should	 be	 developed	 within	
communities,	 taking	into	account	the	different	stakeholders	 involved	in	the	process	of	
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